The Modalities
[image: ]

Carrying on our classification of the signs of the zodiac - they are also divided into three modalities or qualities: cardinal, fixed, and mutable. 
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This arrangement of the signs is based on their association with the changing seasons of the year. When the Sun is in the signs of Aries ♈(March 21), Spring begins in the northern hemisphere and Fall begins in the southern hemisphere. When the Sun is in the sign of Cancer♋ (June 21), Summer in the northern and Winter in the southern hemispheres begins. Likewise, when the Sun is in Libra ♎ (September 23), Fall/Spring and Capricorn ♑ (December 22) Winter/Summer begins in the northern/southern hemispheres. These four signs are called the Cardinal signs. The cardinal signs tend to have the leadership qualities of assertiveness, action, vigor, will, and the desire to start things - but not so much to finish them.
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The fixed signs follow directly behind each of the cardinal signs: Taurus, Leo, Scorpio, and Aquarius. These signs fall in the middle of each season and can be described as stable, loyal, steadfast, and predictable. Folks with many fixed signs in their charts often have trouble moving on and letting go of things.
 


[image: ]








And finally, we have the mutable signs. These are the signs just before a new season will begin. They can be thought of as the transition times in the year when flexibility is a valuable quality. The mutable signs of Gemini, Virgo, Sagittarius, and Pisces are known as versatile, adaptable, unpredictable, and often easily bored.

Take a look at your natal chart and try to get a feel for which (if only one) category you are more endowed with. Start to think about how the two groupings we have looked at might be combined e.g. Aries is a cardinal fire sign, Scorpio is a fixed water sign.
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Aries, Cancer, Libra, Capricorn




image3.jpeg
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