Rulership
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One of the underpinnings of astrological chart interpretation is rulership. The idea of rulership is that all twelve signs of the zodiac (Aries, Taurus, Gemini, etc.) have a planet (Mercury, Venus, Mars, etc.) in charge of that sign. So, for example, Mercury is the planet that has rulership over the sign of Gemini. If you look at the words we have been using for Mercury (mind, voice, perception), and then look at the words for Gemini (adaptive, curious, talkative) you can hopefully begin to see the connections. 
Before the invention of the telescope, only seven planets were visible to the naked eye. (Although the Sun and the Moon are technically luminaries, astrologers often refer to them as planets - so stay with me.) With twelve signs of the zodiac and only seven planets, something had to give! Therefore, ancient astrologers assigned one sign to the Sun (Leo) and one sign to the Moon (Cancer) and assigned two signs to each of the remaining five planets. This classification is beautifully illustrated by the diagram below, known as the Thema Mundi or "World Theme". This chart was an attempt to explain the logic behind rulerships among other things. 
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 The outer ring has the signs listed in their natural order starting at the left with Aries ♈ and moving counter-clockwise around the wheel to end with Pisces ♓. The inner wheel shows the planet in rulership over each sign. Spending just a little time looking at this wheel, a beautiful balance and pattern become evident. 
Here is a list of the seven traditional planets and the signs they rule:
Sun - Leo
Moon - Cancer
Mercury - Gemini and Virgo
Venus - Taurus and Libra
Mars - Aries and Scorpio 
Jupiter - Sagittarius and Pisces 
Saturn - Capricorn and Aquarius 
When it comes to the modern planets - Uranus (Aquarius), Neptune (Pisces), and Pluto (Scorpio) - I think it is worth considering them as co-rulers of their signs in daily practice. 
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